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Written questions to Yann Nédélec, Director - Confédération Française de l’Aviculture (CFA) 

Public Hearing on Transport of species (poultry, rabbits) inadequately covered by Regulation 
1/2005 and remaining vulnerable categories of animals (gestating, end-of-production animals) 

 QUESTIONS FROM EPP 

QUESTIONS 
FROM MEP 

 
No questions. 
 
 
 

 
ANSWERS  
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 QUESTIONS FROM S & D 

QUESTIONS 
FROM MEP 

Carmen AVRAM 

In November 2019, EFSA adopted a scientific opinion on “Stunning methods and slaughter of rabbits for human consumption”. However, the 

transportation phase has been excluded from the opinion. 

In your view: 

1. What are the main challenges in terms of rabbits’ welfare during transport? 

2. What are the shortcomings in terms of transport infrastructure, especially since the beginning of this year when the only derogation 

allowing small producers to slaughter rabbits at farm level ended? 

3. Which are the species-specific obligations to be considered in Regulation 1/2005? 

ANSWERS  

1. Maintain a high level of welfare, especially during the heat wave 

2. No impacts, the derogation only concerned the meat processing, not the slaughtering. Our priority now in France is to work on 

solutions to maintain processing at farm level (for rabbits and poultry production) for the small farmers with un-EUlicensed slaughter 

facilities.  

3. All the obligations that concerns all species + the 12 hours maximum of transportation (without water/feed) – poultry and rabbits 
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 QUESTIONS FROM RENEW 

QUESTIONS 
FROM MEP  

 
No questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANSWERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of Animals during Transport 

Page 4 of 11 

 

 QUESTIONS FROM ID 

QUESTIONS 
FROM MEP  

 
No questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANSWERS  
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 QUESTIONS FROM GREENS / EFA 

QUESTIONS 
FROM MEP  

Transportation times for poultry and rabbits 
Poultry and rabbits are fragile animals that poorly handle transport. Transport,  independently  of  loading  method,  significantly  increases 
occurrences of neutrophilia,  lymphocytopaenia,  serum  AST,  alanine  transaminase  (ALT)  and  CK  activities,  and serum  corticosterone  
concentration. However, Regulation 1/2005 provisions do not properly cover the specific needs of these species, and failed to define an 
acceptable limit to their time of transport. NGOs and veterinarians call for a 4 hours time limit and consider the time spent inside the containers 
during lairage as journey time and not as a resting period. In the case of rabbits transported in containers and kept at arrival for lairage journey 
time should be defined as commencing when the first animal is loaded into a container and as ending when the last animal is unloaded from a 
container. 
 
How do transporters and professionals properly assess and take into consideration rabbits and poultry physiological needs during transport? 
Do you use guidelines and if so which are they? How feasible and advisable would you consider the proposed changes?  

 
Lack of slaughter facilities 
As underlined in EFSA 2011 study, rabbit transport is characterized by multiple collection points, which implies that animals may wait for an 
indeterminate time in the containers either at the farms, on the means of transport and at the slaughterhouse holding area. In addition, these 
long journeys are increasing because of the reducing numbers of rabbit abattoirs. 
 
How would you describe the situation of slaughterhouses for rabbits within EU? How this change underlined by EFSA has affected transport of 
rabbits across EU? 

No informations about EU but in France, only a few slaughterhouses remains, mainly in the western parts of France where the main production 
is but also in North and in the south-east (where the rabbit meat consumption is higher). It impacts of course the transportation of rabbits : 
from high-density areas of rabbit farms to lower-density areas.  
 

Water devices for rabbits and poultry 
Transport is a particularly stressful experience for rabbits and poultry. That there are a huge variety of stress factors that affect animal welfare 
such as heat, starvation, dehydration, pain and trauma, cold, motion sickness and fear.  Rabbits and poultry should always be watered before 
loading and at arrival. Hydrogel solutions should be provided to rabbits during transport. 
 
Are these requirements always met during transport of poultry and rabbits? Do transport means used to carry rabbits are usually equipped with 
hydrogel solutions? How do transporters and professionals make sure these requirements are fulfilled for these species?  



Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of Animals during Transport 

Page 6 of 11 

 

Water is provided and hydrogel too. Transporters have make innovations to make sure these requirements are fulfilled. There interests is to 
have the best welfare for the rabbit during transport, if not, it will impact their economical results. 

Temperatures 
Poultry and rabbits are particularly sensitive to temperature, which must therefore be better monitored to respect their welfare during 
transport. Veterinarians recommend adequate ventilation to be ensured to maintain the inside crate temperature within a range of 5-20ºC1 
(when the range is 5-30 degrees for other species). It appeared from previous hearings and NGOs observations, that most vehicles used for 
transporting animals inside and outside the Union do not have air cooling systems, and in any case these coolings systems are ineffectual.  
DG (SANTE) 6834 - Health Report on Welfare of animals exported by route states that  “high temperatures are the main cause of animal 
welfare problems during journeys. Problems arise during hot days during the summer.” On 5 June 2020 the Commission wrote to the MS 
suggesting they strongly encourage transporters “to suspend or substantially reduce the transport of animals over long journeys during 
summer time”. 
 
Have you witnessed any changes in patterns of summer animal transports? Have you changed your patterns/methods of transport to take into 
account temperature risks - if so how?  
How is temperature taken into account when planning a journey, especially for very sensitive species such as rabbits and poultry? Which 
sources are used to estimate the temperature?  

Specific practices are put in place during heat wave and when the temperature are high : the schedule of the transport is adapted (the night is 
preferred to travel for exemple), there is also “brumisation” systems to refresh animals and lower density of rabbits in the boxes. 
 

Containers for poultry and rabbits 
NGOs recommend to have poultry and rabbits transported in species-specific containers. The height and design of these containers shall be in 
accordance with the breed and size of the animal transported and allow postures to adopt adequate thermoregulation. Rabbits should always 
be transported in compatible pairs that have already stable hierarchies; if not possible, they must be transported individual, as for poultry. 
 
How these requirements are already taken into account while transporting rabbits and poultry?  

Rabbits are not transported individudally. 
 

Handling of fragile animals 
Rough rabbit handling has been reported to increase pre-slaughter mortality and main carcass effects, such as hemorrhages,  bruises  and  
broken  bones.  2010 investigation showed the impact of handling during loading on rabbit meat quality. A total of 192 rabbits were loaded 

                                                           
1 https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966; p3 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2011.1966
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onto the truck smoothly (each subject carefully placed into the transport crate) and 192 rabbits were loaded roughly (loading was hurried and 
carelessly executed by the transport operator, throwing each animal into the crates fixed on the truck) and then transported to the abattoir. 
 
How often have you observed rough loading? More generally, how can we improve the handling of fragile species such as rabbits during 
transport? 

The teams and the farmers are trained for handling. And the driver is also trained to observe that good pratices are fulfilled. Again : it’s the 
interest of everybody to handling carefully the animals : the revenue of the farmers and the rest of the food chain depends on these god 
practices. There are no interests to rough handling. 

Trainings 
The problematic of trainings has been discussed and pointed out several times within our inquiry committee. Transporters themselves have 
highlighted that the minimum requirements for driver training are insufficient, and they have to self-organise the staff training. EFSA 2011 
report on welfare of animals during transport refers to a survey of Spanish rabbit abattoirs made in 2004, which found that handling 
procedures differed widely among farms, especially regarding cage size. Loading facilities were sometimes adequate but only a few haulers 
had received specific training courses. 
 

How do transporters and professionals make sure the staff handling these fragile animals receive proper training? Can you please describe 
how the staff is trained and educated in order to ensure smooth transport of these different species, respecting their welfare and 
physiological needs? 
 
Drivers are must have certificates and training to transport animal with specificities for rabbits. There’s also traning for handling. The drivers 
are also trained to manage the water system. 
 
 
Welfare of animals outside EU 
Report on animal welfare during exports (DG SANTE 6834) states that “the available information indicates that most transporters do not meet 
applicable EU rules after leaving the Union. The absence of agreements with EU neighbouring countries, together with poor retrospective 
checks and the inability of Member States to ascertain the conditions of transport and the feasibility of the plan for that part of the journey 
contribute to that concern.” 
 
Regarding the lack of feedback from third countries on the condition of animals during transport and at arrival (DG(SANTE) 2019-6835), it is 
impossible for Member States to assess compliance. To enforce this Court ruling, would mean for Member States to refuse any export of 
animals towards non-EU countries (obvious link with meat trade). If we look at transports in the Middle East and in North Africa, they do not 
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fulfil European law but are totally outside the sphere of influence of the organiser: no authorization of the local transport company, no 
approval of the lorries and no certification of competence of the person responsible for the load, and, no contingency planning. 
 

How do transporters and professionals make sure poultry and rabbits transported outside EU fulfil the requirements of Regulation 1/2005?  

There’s very few transport of live rabbits outside EU (from France), only animals for genetics (but it’s a very small amounts and transporters 
have also to fulfill the requirements of the regulation and more : these are high value animals. 
 

ANSWERS  
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 QUESTIONS FROM ECR 

QUESTIONS 
FROM MEP  

 
No questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANSWERS  
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 QUESTIONS FROM THE LEFT 

QUESTIONS 
FROM MEP  

Commission has failed to efficiently protect animals in transport and safeguard consistent conditions for the involved parties in all Member 
States. 
 
Would you agree that Regulation (EC) 1/2005 on animal transport must become more specific to avoid vague interpretations and differences 
between Member states (weaning age, temperature requirements, loading conditions, means of transport, etc)? 
 
No, there’s no vague interpretation and the transporters have to fulfil the requirements. And they do more: Water is provided and hydrogel 
too. Transporters have make innovations to make sure these requirements are fulfilled. There interests is to have the best welfare for the rabbit 
during transport, if not, it will impact their economical results. 
 
What do you thing about the need to have EU specific legislation for farmed rabbits to define minimum standards for farmed rabbits, like we 
have EU legislation on broilers or laying hens?  
 
How are rabbits transported? In terms of densities/space allowance? Are boxes used to transport them? How high is the box? How high is an 
average rabbit? Can they stand up? Do they have adequate ventilation? What are the main stress factors for rabbits during transport? 
 
By truck, 75 kg/m² maximum, boxes are used.  
 
In France, according to Meteo France, in 2020 we have had exceptionally high temperatures between the end of July to mid-August, with 
temperatures reaching sometimes 38, 39, 40°C.  
 
Have you blocked the transports of rabbits and poultry during those periods? If not, what have you put in place to make sure that transportation 
complied with the 1/2005 regulation? Have you lowered densities? How do you make sure that ventilation requirements are fulfilled? 
 

Yes the government has restrained the transports during those periods. And we have put in place specific organization : the schedule of the 
transport is adapted (the night is preferred to travel for exemple), there is also “brumisation” systems to refresh animals and lower density of 
rabbits in the boxes. 
 
 
As you are representing French Federation of poultry farming there are also some specific questions in that respect. There are different types 
of poultry: broiler chickens, laying hens, turkeys, ducks, etc. 
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In your experience, since they all have different sizes and needs, is there any kind of measures put in place to ensure their specific welfare while 
they are transported? 
 
Transportation has to fulfilled the requirements of the regulation and more. Water is provided and hydrogel too. Transporters have make 
innovations to make sure these requirements are fulfilled. There interests is to have the best welfare for the rabbit during transport, if not, it 
will impact their economical results. 
 
During February 25th ANIT hearing, M. Sultana (Four Paws) pointed out that R01/2005 indeed permits that poultry are transported up to 12 
hours without being fed or watered, which means that counting loading and waiting time they can spend up to 34hours without water! 
 
Is it also something you have witnessed during your NGO’s inquiries?  If so, in your opinion, what should be done to ensure that poultry are 
actually fed and watered as they should be to ensure their welfare? 
 
I don’t understand the figure. The organisation of the transport is done in order to reduce to maximum the waiting time. 
 
During the February 25th ANIT hearing, Dr Antonio Velarde said that poultry were often mishandled during loading/unloading, causing broken 
legs or wings and therefore a lot of suffering. 

Is it something you had the opportunity to witness? What could be done, in your opinion, to ensure that poultry are handled properly 
 
Training and guidelines are the keys to ensure that handling is done properly. The teams and the farmers are trained for handling. And the driver 
is also trained to observe that good pratices are fulfilled. Again : it’s the interest of everybody to handling carefully the animals : the revenue of 
the farmers and the rest of the food chain depends on these god practices. There are no interests to rough handling. 
 

He also said that poultry should not be transported for more than 4 hours. What do you think of this proposal? 
 
Not possible : it will be the end of the french rabbit production. We need to work on good practices during the transport, it has to be the priorities. 
Reduce the time of transports is not a balanced solution. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 


